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Okolona Municipal Separate School District
Procedures for Enrolling Homeless Students

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act assures preschool-aged and school-
aged children certain rights.

Definition:
The McKinney-Vento Acts defines “homeless children and youth” as individuals who lack a
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes:
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Children and youth who are:
o Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship,
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as doubled-upy,
o Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;
o Living in emergency or transitional shelters;
o Abandoned in hospitals; or
o Awaiting foster care placement;
Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human
beings,
Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and
Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances
described above.

Requirements:

The McKinney-Vento Act provides certain rights for homeless students. They include waiving
certain requirements such as proof of residency when students are enrotling and allowing
categorical eligibility for certain services. The Act also states:
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Homeless students may attend their school of origin or the school where they are
temporarily residing.

Homeless students must be provided a written statement of their rights when they envol]
and at least two times per year

Homeless students may enroli without school, medical, or similar records.

Homeless students have a right to transportation to school.

Students must be provided a statement explaining why they are denied any service or
enroliment.

Students must receive services, such as transportation, while dispules are being settled.






Procedures for Identifying a Homeless Student
A student may be considered homeless if:
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The student indicates a homeless status at the time of enrollment
An affidavit of residency indicates that the arrangement is temporary due to necessity
(due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason)

Procedures for Enrolling a Homeless Student
The school may not deny, delay, or transfer enrollment solely because a student is homeless, or
because a homeless student is unable to produce school, medical, or residency records.

A school enrolling, or about to enroll, a homeless student shall:
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Immediately enroll the student, regardless of the availability of educational and/or
immunization records

o If a student attempts to register without a parent/guardian, effort should be made
to contact the parent/guardian

o The homeless student may not be barred from enrollment due to lack of
immunization until an effort has been made to obtain records. If records cannot be
obtained, assistance should be provided in getting the student properly
immunized.

o I a birth certificate is not available, the student should be registered. Department
of Human Services may be contacted to assist in obtaining a copy of the birth
certificate.

o The student will be identified as homeless in STI

Make a reasonable effort to verify that the child is homeless.
Contact the school last attended to obtain relevant academic and other records

o If student records cannot be obtained or records are not available an educational
record {cumulative folder) will be developed. In these cases, an academic
diagnostic test may be administered to assist in the determination of the student’s
skill levels and appropriate placement.

o Priority shall be given in evaluations of homeless student suspected of having a
disability.

Provide free meals within one schoo! day after the student enrolled. If necessary,
assistance will be provided for completion of free and reduced funch forms.

Provide access to the same services comparable to those offered to other students in the
school which the homeless student attends such as:

o transportation services

educational services
school nutrition programs
preschool
vocational and technical programs
o extra-curricular and enrichment activities
Coordinate with and/or refer student to other community resources in offering assistance
to the homeless student/family
Contact the district homeless laison
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It is important that the academic and educational programs for children who are
temporarily without a home are no different than those of the general student population.






Bppendix 1:
Enrollment Tools
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immediate enroliment for childran and youth experiencing homelessness is a key provision of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. The enrollment tools contained in this appendix will
assist school districts in complying with federal law by enroliing children and youth experiencing
homelessness immediately, evan if they lack the docurnentation normally reguired for enrollment,

Appendix I includes:

a Sample form. Student Residency Form

u Sample form. Determining Feasibility of School Placement

w Sample form: Sample Affidavit for Missing Enrolimant Documentalion
w Sample form. Caregiver Authorization Form

w sample form: Written Notfficalion of Enroliment Dacision

Additional Besources

w .8, Deparimant of Education Draft Mon-Regulatory Guidance, Saction G; avaitabla for
downloading at Attp Vwrww serve.org/neha/downloads/guidancs jul2004. pdd Saction G of
the U.S. Department of Education’s Non-Ragulatory Guidance deals with the school placement,

ool enroliment, and eligibility for services of childran and youth experiencing homslassnass

sh

m NCHE snrollment tosls; available for ordering at hitp Mww.serve org/neha/onlins_ordur,
o
¥ ¥

s BEnroliment: Bs &
oamanlet a%ls S | ocal fiomeless education lizisons and enrollmant pcrsoruel it
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ady Aeference for School {enroliment foldout) This handy foldout
s

! ¢ e st (;\cl';,;" fing
youm expdf ~‘m,mq nomalassnass s compact size and foldout format make it a great

weliat Folder This sturdy, laminstad foldsr pro videxa parents a place to
reoords and docurmants relatad to thelr childran's sducation. The falder also
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includes information on the rights of children and youth experiancing homelessnass and
halpfut tips about enroliment and disenroliment. Available in Spanish and English.

# NCHE homeless education issue briefs; available for downloading at fitto:Awww.serve.
org/mche/briefs php

w Delermining Eligibiifty for Rights and Services Undar the McKinney-Vento Act brisf
This brief offers step-by-step guidance on determining homelessness among children and
youth whose living arrangaments vary from the examples given in the McKinney-Vento
definition of “homaless”

s Guiding the Discussion vn School Selection brief This briaf identifies the key provisions
of the MeKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act dealing with the homeless student's right
fo attend either the school of origin or the local attendance area school. It includes a helpful
checkiist to use when approaching the school sslection decision.

w Prompt and Proper Placament: Enrolling Studenits Withoui Records brief. This
orief offers teachers, school counselors, and other school persennat valuable tools and
information to assist in making sound educational decisions for the immediate placement of
homelass children and youth in appropriate classroom settings




student Resideney Formn

This form is intendad to address the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act (Title X, Part C of the
No Child Left Behind Act), The question below is fo assist in determining if the student meets the
eligibility criteria for services provided under the McKinney-Vento Act. In the event that the child is
not staying with his/har parent(s) or guardian(s), use the caregiver authorization form to address
guardianship issues.

Whiere does the student stay at night?

L in a shelter —__inanather Iocatipn_’{hat is not appropriate for people
(e.g., an abandonad building)

__ temporarily with more than one family in a house,
mobile home, or apartment (because the familty does not have
a place of its own)

—____other (in an arrangemaent that is not fixed, regular, and
adequate and is not described hy the cther choices)

____inamotel/hote

inacar

at a campsite

Nama of schooal:

Student's date of birth.

Namea of student;

|, {(namea) T —
declare as follows:

I'am the parentegal guardian of (name of student) :

who is of school age and is seeking enroliment in (name of school district)

Since (date) . cur family has not had a permanent residsnce.

, | daclare that the information provided hare
s true and correct and of my own personal knowledge and that. if callad upon to testify, | would be
compeient to do so.

Under penalty of perjury under the laws of this state

Name of person complating the form:

Phons numbar . Eemnat addvess N i

I can he reached for r‘meigencu et e . e
Adapted from materials from the California Deparimeni of Education and the San Antonio Independent School District

Nt e e N _—
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2 o Determiniog Feasibhill

Plagenant

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act states that once a child has been identified as
homeless, residency requirements do not apply. The federal law requires that a child or youth
axvariencing homelassnass attend one of the following:

# The school of origin' The school that the child {ast attended before experisncing
homelessnass or the school where the studant was (ast enrolled.

# The local attendance area school, Any public school that nonhomelass students who live in
the attendance arsa in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

Enroliment must take place immadiately,

The McKin ".ey--vanto Homelass Assistance Act raquiires schools to consider the school of origin

as the first option in school anroliment. Parents may choose tha school of origin or the local
attendance area school The following individuals may be consultsd in determining what placemant
is in the child's or youth's best intarest.

® 1 ha homelass child or youth

@ The parents or caretakars of the homeless child or youth
@ Homsiess shelter parsonnal

w Represantatives of social service agencias

@ Local homaless education liaisons

# School social workars

m School counsalars

it is tha school district’s responsibility to determing the school of origin and local attendance area
school and to resalve any conflict concearning the school placemant that is in the best interesi of the
studznt. Whensver possible, the school district is to cormnply with the parents’/carstakers’ wishes. If
the school district and parents/carstakars do nat agree on the appreoriate placement, the state’s
dispuis resolution orom dure must be followad. The studant shouid bea enrclied in the school that
the parents or caretakers {or the student himselffherself, in the case of an unaccompanied youth)
have chosan during the resolution process. If the local attendance area school and the school of
origin are in differant districts and the school of origin is E'f“tc:f!f!"i“("f to ve the best placemeni, tha
tocal homalsss education lialsons from both districts must work together to arrangs transportation
Ifths wo districts can not reach 2 mudually agread-upon arrangameant | tha two digtricts must anlii
equatly the cost and responsivility of transporting the studant {o the school of origin

Tha following form s provided w assist in detenmining which placament decision would ba in the
stiudunt’s best intars:

Adapted from malterials devalopsd by the Missourd Depariment of Slsmenialy and Sscondary Education




ity of

Name of student i

Date:

Accarding to the MeKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, a homelass child or youih has the
right to attend the school of origin or the local attendance area school, according to the best

interest of the child,

s 1 he school of origin is defined as:
& the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housad; OR

@ the school in which the child or youth was last enrolied
a 1he local attendance area schoo!l (local school) is defined as:

m any pusiic school that nonhomeless students who live in the attendance area in which the
child or youth is actually living are aligible to attend

This form will assist in determining which placement decision would be in the student’s best
interast.

Please provids tha following information for the sttendance options for the student:
Schoot that the child or youth attended when permanantly housad:
Name of school and district.
Datas of attendanca:
Living arrangarmant at the tima
Schoot in which the child or youth was last enrolied:
Name of school and district:
Dates of atliendancs;
Living arrangamant at tha tims:
Local Atigndanse Ares Schoo!
Mame of school and districl;
Currantdiving arrangament

J

1 Are the school of origin and the local attendance area school in the same school distriot?
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rof Sehool Placement Form (cont)
Which school deas the child/vouth want fo attend? Why

3 Which school does the parent want the childiyouth to attend? Why?

4 Whatis the distance and time spent on traval from the current residance to the school of origi

5. If transportation is currantly unavailable to the school of origin, how can it be arranged?

5. What time of year |

t (at the baginaing of the school year, near the end of the school yeai
during the summer)?

7 How long did the child/youth attend the school of origin? Weare meaningful social and
educational relationships establishad?

8. Are thars specific peopls in

he s “hnal of origin who have besn providing support of assistance
to the family or child/youth axperizacing homelsssnass?

S, Are thars spacial pr:;gr-ams, such as gifted bilingual, or remeadial education, in which th
youlh has besn participating school of origin?

& child/
if yes, please desc

Ars thase soe

=0
. D [N

it programs also availabl he tocal attendanca arsa school?
10 Based oo a knowladgs of ths fasaily's situaiior
current rasidenca’?

wow {ong is thea family likaly 1o remain al the

wie




nend Form (eont)
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asiility of Suhool B2
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11, What is the likelihood that the family experisncing homelessness will reestablish residancy in
the altendance area of the schooi of origin?

Based on answers to the previous questions, the schoo! district recommands the following school:

individuals consulted to determine that this placement is in the student's best interest were:

Signature(s) of the individual(s) making the recommendation.

Adapted from materials devsloped by the Missour Departmeant of Flemeniary and Secondary Education

.

_



State.

Schoot districl.

(name), based upon his/her personal
knowledge, answers the following questions as noted in his/her handwriting on this and the
attachad page, which are propounded by duly authorized officials of the

{district name) concerning a student's missing

envolimeant documentation for the following:

_ Proof of residency _Immunization record(s)

. Prootof guardianship School physical/healin record(s)

. Proof of identity e Sehool record(s)

Birth certificata Othar (please dascribe below)

You are baing #skad to answer thase guestions because you are unable to provide the enrollment
documents chackad abovs that are required for enroliment. in accordance with the MoKinnay-
Vento Homsless Assistance Act (L. 107-110), states and localities are required to addrass
barriars to the enrollment of students meating the definition of *hormesless” Your complation of

this affilavit will facilitate ths enrollment of your child(ren) (or of your own enrclliment if you are an
unaccomganied yvouth).

1 What is your full name? (name of parson complating form)

2. Do you undarstand that giving a falss or otherwise uatrus gnswar to any of the questions in this
af1 f-nm cowid resull in 2 criminal charge of perjury baing brougnt against you? Pleass circls
23" or "N
Yes [ No
3 Watis {ae) tha Sl nomals) of tha student(s) yvou wish o aneall in this distiict?
4 What ars the age(s), dalals) of birth, and birthiplacals) of the studeni(s) being envollad in ihis

chistrict?

e s e 2 e S 417 e




¢ foy Missing Enrollmnent Dog'n (cont.)

Sample

5. Who are the parents, parents by legal adoption, legal guardians, or persons having legal custody
of the student(s) being enrolied? (If you are an unaccompanied youth, please list your parent(s),
tegal guardian(s), or other adults who help take care of you, such as relatives, caregivers, social

workers, etc.)

8. Whare is (are) the studant{s) currently living? Include the address and type of housing

7. 820 you have legal custody imposed by a court order or have you been designated as a court

appointed guardian for the studani(s) being enrolled?

What court entered such order and what type of case was it (e.g., custody hearing, efc))*

8. Why are you unable to prasent a copy of documeniation for the items chacked on paga 1 for the

student(s) that you are enroliing?

9 1o the best of your knowladgs, has this student (have thesa students) ever bean reported to any
rrassing children}?

taw enfarcement agency as a missing chiid {W

if the response to quastion #9 is yas, ideniify by name and address the law snforcement agency
to which the child was reported missing and the date of the report.

10 n order to help the school district locata missing inforrmation, please give the following
infarmation:

Last school(s) attendad (nam= of school, eity or county, and state).

Clinic or rnedical facility where the studani(s) was (ware) immiunized of recsived madicsl
’uea troent (name of facility. city or county, and state)

Date Signaturs

Ting sarmple may be used fo devalogr a state or local afficsvit to facilitate the sovoliment of students whe arg experisnoing NoMelessnass




This form is intended to address the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (P.L, 107110}
requiremsnt that homeless children have access to education and other services for which they
are eligible. The McKinnay-Vento Homeless Assistance Act states specifically that barriers to
enroliment rmust be remavad. in sorme cases, a child or youth who is homelass may not be able to
reside with his/her parent or guardian, howsvar, this fact does net nullify the chiid’s/youth's right to
recelve a free, appropriate public aducation.

Instructions:
Compiata this form for a childiyouth presenting himseffinarself for enroliment while not in the
physical custody of a parent or guaidian

w 10 guthoriza the enrcllmant in school of a minor, completa items 1 through 4 and sign the
form,

a To authorize the enroflmant and schoolrelated medical care of a minor, complete afl items
and sign the form.

f am 18 years of age or older and have agread to fulfili the role of caregivar for the minor named
balow.

1. Name of minor.

Minor's date of birth

3 My name (adult giving adthorization) o .

4 My home addrass _ . e
5 Chack one or both (for example, If one parant was advised and the other could not be located):

_____________ I have advisad the parent(s) or othar person(s) having legal custody of the minor as to

my intent to authorize madical care and have rscaived no objection

.. lamunable to contact the parenils) or legal guardian(s) al this tima to notify them of my
intendad avthorization

6. My daie of bitth-

7 My slate driver's license o identification eard numbar

Pdeolare undear penaly of perjury under the laws of this state that the foregoing information is tus
and corrsct

Signatws Data

Adapied frorm malerials produced by the California Depariment of Equcation.




Written Notification of Eunrvollmeni Decision
To be compleled by the receiving school when an enreliment request is denied.

Date:

Name of person comoleting form:

Title of person completing form:

Name of schoot

In compliance with section 722(g){(3)(E) of the McKinney-Vanto Homeless Assistance Act, the
following written netification is provided to:

Name of Parent(s)/Guardian{s):

Name of Student(s):

After reviswing your request to enrofl the student(s) listed above, the enrcliment request is denied
This determination was basad upon:

You have the right to appeal this decigion by completing the second page of this notice or by
contacting the school district’s Iocal homesless edusation liaison.

Mame of local figison: __

Tiile: . e

Frhones numbar ) o S

fri addition
= Tha student listed above haz tha right (o enroll immadiataly in the requestsd schoaol pending the
resolution of the dispuis.

w You may provide written or verbal communication(s) to support your position regarding the

; . hm rm L C v Ry v
attrdant’s anrallmant iv tha rameatad cobanl Yoo sy nes tha o attaohsd in this notification

a You may contact tha State Coordinator for Homeless Fducation if further help is needed or
desired Contact information for the Siate Coordinator

You ray seek the assistance of advoecaies or an altfornay
A copy of our stale’s disputs resolution process for studenis
expedencing inmalessness s aftached.
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To bre completed by the parent, guardian, caretakar, or unaccompanied youth when
a dispute arises. This inforrnation may ba shared verbally with the local liaison as an
alternative to compleiing this form.

Data:

Student(s)

Parson complating form:

Ratation to student{s) . ——

[ may be contactad at {phons or e-mail). _ —

I'wish to the appsal the earcliment dacision made by

Name Of SCN00l

I'have bean provide:d with (pleasa chack all that apoly).

Awritten explanation of the school's decision.
£

_ The contact informaiion of the school district's loca! homslasse aducation liaizon,

_Acopy of the stala’s disputs resolution process for studants experiencing homalessness

Optional You may includs a written explanation in the space balow to supgort your appeal or you
may provide your explanation varbaily.

The schao! provided me with a a copy of this form when | submitied i R g 1111




MCKINNEY-VIENTO 2001 - LAW INTO PRACTICH

Who is homeless?
(MeKinney-Vento Homeless
Assisiunce Act of 2001 - Title X,
Part Cof the No Child Left

{ Behind Act - Sec 725)
| The term “homeless children and
"you.th e

A means individuals who lock a fixed,
regular, and adequate nightiime
residence...; and

B, inecludes —

¢ children and youths who are
sharing the housing of other
persons due to loss of housing,
econontic hardship, or similar
reagon, are ling in matels, hotels.
trailer parks, or camping grounds
due fo the lock of aliernative
wecommortulions, are ioiag in
gmergency or transitional shelters,
are ahondoned in haspitals, or are
auiting foster care placement,

it chiddren and youths wiho hove o
primary nightiime residence that
o pubdicoar pefugte plece ot
designad for or ordinarily used as
o regalor sleeping accommodation
for hunran beings.,

il eliddren and youths who are uing
L eors, porks, public spaces
abandoned drildings,
sibstandord howsing, bus or tratn
stolions, o0 similar seifings, coed

fv. angratory ehitdven i gualify o
fomeless for the purposes of this

| sulitiile becouse the chaldren ure

LTSI

in elanses (1) theoogh (i),

Liidng in o s degoribed

i

[o most LEAs (local education agencies or school districts), enrollment
procedures are predicated on the expectation that children are living
with their parents or legal guardians. Requiring pavents or legal
guardians to sign forms upon enrolling children provides schools with
protection from certain types of hability and with contact information
for situations in which additional permissions or consultations are
needed.

In a number of instances, however, children and youth who are
enrolling in a school may not be living with their parents or legal
guardians. Frequently, children in families experiencing homelessness
are sent to live temporarily with friends or relatives. This type of living
arrangement has been especially prevalent in families displaced by the
2006 Gulf Coast hurricanes. In other situations, youth have been forced
to leave home due to abusive environments or are on their own for
other reasons. These children and youth, in most cases, fit the
definition of homeless, unaccompanied youth in the McKinney-Vento
Act: a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian [42
US.C. §11434A(6)] and eligible for immediuate school enrollment.

The McKinney-Vento Act requires school districts to earoll homeless
children and youth in school immediately, even if they lack required
enrollment documents [42 U8 C. 881 1432(2)3XO). ()M, {2)(1)
(MED] FBunrol” and “enrcollment” sre defined as “attending classes and
participating fully in school activities” [42 U.S.C. §11434A(1)].) The Act
further requires states to review and revise any policy that may act as
a barvier to the enrollment of homeless children and youth and requires
states to give particular atiention to guardianship issues {42 US.C.
§§11482(gH(N)].

Therefore, schools may not condition school enroflment upon the receipt
of proof of legal guardianship by cavegivers of homeless,

unaccompanied vouth: nor may they require caregivers to become legal
guardians within a certain period of tipre after the child enrolls in
school. The decision to seek legal guardianship s a serious decision
that affects significantly the legal rights of the parent and caregiver
well beyond the education arena. Although that step may be
appropriate in some casas, 1L will not be in others,

[n addidon, it is mportant to note that the absence of an available
caregiver mast not impede enrollment. Unaccompanied, homeless
vouth who are on their own completely must be eneolled iy school

immediately.

indey the MceKinney -Vento Act, avery school district must designate a
ncal homeless education liaison [42 5 O §1H432(g) HENGD] The
lacal licason plays a key role inidentifving and supporting

unaceompa aded, homeless youth and (g requirerd Lo help them choose

feandemead G d




cordtnaed from the previons page;
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and enroll in school after considering their wishes; inform them of their right to transportation; assist ther
in accessing transportation; provide them with notice of their right to appeal school or school-district
decisions; and ensure that they are enrolled in school immediately, pending resolution of disputes [42
U.8.C, §11432(2)(6)(A)].

Best Practices
Following are some suggestions school districts have reported as best practices:

o Develop a cavegiver form that establishes the responsibilities of caregivers and requests their
contact information to replace traditional proof of guardianship This form should be crafted
carefully so it does not create further barriers or delay school enrollment. The 2004 U.S.
Department of BEducation’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program Non-Regulatory
Guidance suggests using “caretaker affidavits, enrollment forms for unaccompanied youth, and
other forms [that] replace typical proof of guardianship” to facilitate immediate enrcllment (p.16). A
sample of such a form, taken from the Local Homeless Education Licison Toolkil, is included in this
brief. The form is based on a form in use in California and adopted by many school districts
nationwide. The complete Locad Homelzss Education Liaison Toolkil can be downloaded at

. serve.org /nehe/traaning. php.

= Become familiar with other state and local policies pertaining to unaccompanied youth and
guardianship,

» Review and revise LEA policies thal may serve as a barrier to immediate envollment for
unaceompanied youth

«  Istablish a local task force that includes representatives from the homeless education program, LIEA
legal department, child welfare agency, youth agencies, and department of juvenile justice Lo develop

consistent and agreed-upon policies and procedures for working with unaccompanied youth.

> lnsure that enrollment stalf at all district schools understand the rights of vaaccompanied youth
and are familiar with the policies and procedures for immediate earollment of these students.

« Contact parents or legal guardians, when appropriate, to clarify their vefationship with the caregiver
and what authority they wish them to exercise

Excarpts from the Law
Fallowing are velated excerpts from the McKinney-Vento Act:

“The term unaccompanied youth includes a youth nol in the physical custody of a pavent or
puardian ” 42 U5 O 811434 A

“The school selectad | | shall immedistely enroll the homeless child or vouth, even if the child or youth
is unable o produce records novmally required for encollment, such as previous academic records,
medical recorda, peoof of residency, or nther documeantation” [42 U8 G 881143203000

“The terais ‘enroll and envollment’ include attending rlasses and participating fully in sehool
potivities " (42 U150 § 01434401

{oanidbissed oo ff2e ne
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“Hach state shalt submit to the Secretary a plan to provide for the education of homeless children and
youlhs within the state, Such plan shall include the following:

f...} (H) Strategies to address other prohlems with respect to the education of homeless children and
youths, including problems resulting from enroliment delays that are caused by--

[...] Gv) guardianship issues. (42 U.S.C. §§11432(g)(1)(H)Ev))

“Each state educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle
shall review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and
youths in schools that are selected under paragraph (3).” [42 U.S.C. §8§811432(2)(7)(A)]

“In reviewing and revising such policies, consideration shall be given to issues concerning
transportation, tramunization, residency, birth certificates, school records and other documentation, and

guardianship.” {42 U.S.C. §§11432(x)(7(B)]

“[Li]ocal educational agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator
for other Federal programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, to
carry out the duties described in paragraph XA} {42 U.S.C. §11432()(1)(D 3]

The 2004 ULS. Department of Bducation’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program Non.
Regulatory Guidance is available at www.serve.org/nche.



HButhorizadvion Foroa

This form is intended to address the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (P, 167-110)
raquirement that homeless children have access to education and other servicaes for which they
are eligible. The McKinnay-Vento Horneless Assistance Act states specifically that bartiers to
ertrroliment must be removad. In some cases, a child or youth who is homeless may not be able to
raside with his/ner parent or guardian, howaver, this fact doss not nullify tha chitd’sfyouth's right to
receive a fres, aporopriate public aducation.

Instructions:
Compiste this form for a child/youth presenting hirnseli/hersslf for enroliment while not in the
physical custody of & parent or guardian

w To authorizs the enroliment in school of & minar. completa items 1 through 4 and sign t
form

m 10 authorize the enrollment and school-rafated madical care of a minor, complate all itams
and sign the form.

Fam 18 years of age or older and have agread to fulfill tha rois of carsgiver for the minor namead
helow.

2 ’ ‘\V,ilr}()r d f OT’ s‘":! ri:}1 ene ] L TL IR ERTIIEPRIPRr i —— S A R i em-nrimns

3 My name (adut giving authorizationy o -

4. My home address,

-

5 Chack ona o both [for example if one parent was advisad and the other could nol be locaied)

o I ave advisad the parent(s) or oiner parson{s) having legal custody of the minor asto
my tent to authorize madical care and hava recaived no objaction

obamunaols o contact the parani{z} o t2gal guardian{s) at this tims 1o notify ther of my

intendad authorization

6 My date of DI e e

7. My stats drivess

| daclare undsr penafty of perfury under the Taws of this stais that the foragoing information is true
and corrat

At {rate

Signs

i ctals o

Gy fie Calivome Dapadmas! of =

Adasesid g o
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(MceKinney-Vento Homeless
Assisiance Act of 2001 - Title X,
Part Cof the No Child Left
Behind Act - Sec 725)

Who is homeless?

BEST PRACTICHES [N HOMELKSS KDUCATION

TRETAIE

v

< s

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act guarantees a child
qualified as homeless the right to attend one of two schools: the
school of origin or the local attendance area school. This brief
explains the relevant legal provisions and provides a framework
to assist in the decision-making process. For the McKinney-Vento
(M-V) definttion of “homeless,” see the panel to the left.

Which School?

“The local educational agency [LEA or school district] serving
each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall,
according to the child's or youth's best interest--

(i} continue the child's or youth's education in the gchool of
origin for the duration of homelessness--

(I) in any case in which a family becomes homeless
between academic years or during an academic year; or

{1 for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or
youth becomes permanently housed during an
academic year; or

The term “homeless children and

L youth - (ii) enroll the child or youth in any public school that

nonhomeless students who live in the attendance area in
which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to
attend.” [M-V: 722(g)(3)(a)]

A means individualy who lack a fixed.
regular, and adequaote nightiime
residence., . ond

8. includes —

children and youths who are
sharing the housing of other
personsg due to loss of housing,
econonic hardship, or similar
reason, are living in motels, holels,
trailer purks, or camping grounds
due fo the lack of alternaiive
arcommaodations, are Hving in
emergency or (ransitional sheliers,
are abandoned in hospitals; or are
auiting foster care placementd,

homeless for the purposes of this
subittile because the children qre
hidng in clroumsicnees described
in elawses (7) through (1),

Schools Defined

School of Origin: “the school that the child or youth altended
when permanently housed or the school in which the child or
youth was last enrolled” {M-V: T22(e)(8){(G)]

Local Attendance Area School: “any public school that
nonhomeless students who live in the attendance area in which

. children ond youths who houve o the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend” {(M.V
primary nighitime residence that 3 r N i oy
t5 o preblic o privode placs ol T22(g) (3 (AG)]
designed for o1 ordinavily used as
a regular sleeping accommaodalion o . e
for human beings. .. Best Interest

e ehtldren and youlhs who ure living T T e . s ) SRS RN
in cors, parks, public spaces, Hest Ir1l_zgi-<~m[,~~—§n determinig the best mtere&a% of the child oy
abandoned buildings, voulh under subparagraph (A), the local educational agency
substandard housing, bus or frain .

o8 0 ROUSTE, DS shall—-

staitons, or similar settings, and

v migratory children who quabify as (i) to the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the

school of origin, except when doing g0 is contrary o the
wigshes of the child's or youth’s parent or guardian,

feantinued w e et prge




(conttnusd from the previous pagss
(i) provide written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal under
subparagraph (B), to the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if the local
educational agency sends such a child or youth to a school other than the school of origin or a
school requested by the parent or guardian: .. " [M-V 722(g)(3)(13)]

.5, Departinent of Education Guidance

“(3-4. What should a school district consider when determining the extent to which it is feasible to
educate 2 homeless child in his or her schoot of origin?

As stated ahove, to the extent feasible, a district must educate a homeless child or youth in his or
her school of origin, unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian. The
placement determination should be a student-centered, individualized determination. factors that
an LEA may consider include the age of the child or youth; the distance of a commute and the
impact it may have on the student’s education; personal safety issues; a student’s need for special
instruction (e.g., special education and related services); the length of anticipated stay in a
temporary shelter or other temporary location; and time remaining in the school year” (Education
for Homeless Children and Youth Program Non-Regulatory Guidance, July 2004)

How LEAs and Parents or Guardians Can Make Best Interest DDecisions

Inorder for parents or guardians in homeless situations to make informed decisions about
selecting the school that is in their child's best interest, they need to have as much practical
information as possible. Parents may have less knowledge and information about the implications
of the choice they will make for the student than the local homeless education Haison or other
school district staff involved in the enrollment process. The local liaison and school or district stalf
can play an instrumental role in assisting parents with choosing a school that is in the best
interest of their children.

The local liaison, teachers, and other school or district staff can:

Reinforce the importance of school stability and educational continuity for children.

el

s Provide input to the parents on the acadenic, social, and emolional impact that transferring
to a new schiool may have on their children.

s Help the parvents find cut which programs at the two schools are comparable and
appropriate for the child and make arrangements for the parents and child to visit the school

considered for g possible tranafer

s Provide information on the distance to the schools undey consideration, both in terms of

iniles and travel time,



Key

1.
2.

8.
9.

Questions to Consider When Making a School Selection

How permanent does the family’s living arrangement appear to bef

How deep ave the child’s ties io his or her current school?

How anxious is the child about his or her family’s upcoming or recent move?
How strong is the child academically?

To what extent are the programs and activities at the potential new school comparable to or
better than those at the current school?

Does one school have programs and activities that address the unique needs or interests of
the student that the other school does not have?

Would the timing of the school transfer coincide with a logical juncture such as after testing,
after an event that is significant to the child, or at the end of the school year?

How would the length of the commute to the school of origin impact the child?

Are there any safety issues to consider?

Decisions regarding school selection should be made on a case-by-case basis, giving attention to
the circumstances of each individual student. The following checklist may help local liaisons guide
a discussion on school-selection options available to the student and the advantages and
disadvantages of each option. If a district has large numbers of homeless and mobile students, it
may he heneficial to train several staff members to assist parents in this decision-making process.




(]

sehool Selection: A Checkiist for Decision Making
(adapted from the Texas Homeless ducation Office)

School of Origin Cousiderations

Local Attendance Area Schiool Considerations

Continuity of instruction
Studeni s besl served due lo circumstances
that ook to his or her past.

Age and grade placement of the student,
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is
eritical o the student’s meaningful school
expertence and participation. The student has
beern in ihis environment for an extended period
of time.

Academic strength

The child’s academic performance is weak, and
the child would fall further behind if he/she
transferred to ancther school.

Social and emotional state

The child is suffering from the effects of
mobility, has developed strong tes to the
carrentd school, and does nol wani lo leave.

Distance of the commute and its impact on the
student’s education and/or special needs

The advaniages of remaining in the school of
origin oulweigh any potentiol disadvantages
presended by the leagih of the commute

Personal safeiy of the student
The school of origia has advoniages for the
safely of the sindent

Student's need for special instruction

The student’s need for special instruction, such
as Section 504 or special sducation ond refaded
periiees, cun by mel belies of the sehon! of

OrLgin.

Length of snticipated stay in a temporary
shelter or other temporary location

The student’s current living stluation (s oulside
af the school.of argin aliendance zone, bl his/
her liwiing sitaation or location condinues o be
wacertoin., The student will benefit front ihe
conbinuily offered by remaining lo the school of
0FrLgLn.

[]

[]

[

Continuity of instruction
Student is besi served due to circumasiances thal
took to his or her fulure.

Age and grade placement of the student
Muointaining friends and contacts with peers in
the school of origin is not particularly critical (o
the student’s meaningful school experience and
participation. The student has atlended the
school of origin for only g brief time.

Academic strength

The child’s academic performance is strong and
al grade level, and the child would likely
recover academically from a school transfer.

Social and emotional state

The child seems to be coping adequately with
mobility, does nol feel strong ties to the currend
sehool, and does not mind (ransferring,

Distance of the commute and its imbact on the
student’s education and/or speeial needs

A shorier comaude may help the student’s
concentralion, allitude, or readiness for school
The locul atlendance areq school can meel ull of
the necessary educational and special needs of
the sludend,

Personal safety of the student
The local attendanee area school has
advaniages for the safely of the student

Studeni’s need for special insiruction
The student’s nead for special ingtruction, such
as Section 504 or special educalion and reloled
geruices, con be el bedler af The local

altendanee areq sehool

Length of aoticipaied siay in a tewporary
shelter ov other temporavy location

The studeni’s current living situclion appears
stable and unlikely to change suddenly, the
siuclent will benefii frow the developing
relationsfiips with peers in schiool wha live (n
his local commiundly,




This brief was developed by:

National Center for Homeless Education
800-308-2145 (toll-free Helpline)
hitp:/ /www.serve.org/nehe

Fall 2606

NCHE is supported by the U.S Department of Education
Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs.

[ivery state is required to have a coordinator for the education of homeless children
and youth, and every school district is requived to have a liaison for homeless
students, These individuals will assist you with the implementation of the
McKinney-Vento Act. To find out who your
state céordinator is, visit the NCHE website
at hitp://www.serve.org/nehe

For further information on the McKinney-
Vento Act and resources for implementation,
Naticnal Genter for — call the NCHE HelpLine at 800-308-2144 or
Homeless Edocation .

at SERVE e-mail honmeless@serve.org.

Local Contact fnformation:

i

Dr. L. Shird Kelsey Blumenberg

Okolona Schools -
Homeless rdina .
662.447.2353 601 ,353?3283%“ 1tor for MS







BEST PRACTICES IN HOMELESS EDUCATION

ibi ty for nghts and Servmes
. Under the McKinney-Vento Act

Determlmna ;

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines “homeless
children and youths” as “individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and
adequate nighttime residence.” However, because the circumstances of
homelessness vary with each family’s or unaccompanied youth’s
situation, determining the extent to which the family or youth fits the
definition must occur on a case-by-case basis. Enrollment staff and/or
the local homeless education liaison must gather and analyze
information from the family or youth and make an appropriate
determination of eligibility. Expeditious determination of eligibility and
mmmediate school enrvollment are critical to the child’s educational
continuity.

This tool is designed to assist school and school district staff in applying
the definition to individual children and youth to determine eligibility
for rights and services under the McKinney-Vento Act.

Step 1: Get the facts. What is the family’s or youth’s situation?

Who is homeless?
(McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act of 2001 - Title X,
Part C of the No Child Left
Behind Act - Sec 725}

The term “homeless children and
youth e

e Use a standard enrcliment form that asks about the family’s or
youth's living situation to gather initial information. {(See UJ. S.
Department Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program
Guidance, Appendix D, “Sample Student Residency Questionnaire”
at hitp./ fwww.serve.org/nehe/ downloads/ guidance_jul2004. pdf).
1f the form indicates that the student may be homeless, ask
questions to get a better sense of the family’s or youth’s
circumstances.

e  Avoid using the word “homeless” as the stigma associated with the
word may lead parents or youth to insist they are not homeless,
even though their living situation would fit the McKinney-Vento
definition. Tell them the purpose of the questions is to determine if
they are eligible for extra services like transportation, clothing,
school supplies, and/or tutoring.

Do not contact persons or agencies outside the school system to
obtain information about the student’s living situation; this would

A means individuals who lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime
residence...; and

B. includes —

i children and youths who are
sharing the housing of other
persons due to loss of housing,
economdic hardship, or similar
reason; are living in motels, hotels,
tratler parks, or camping grounds
due to the lack of alternative @
accommodations; are living in
emergency or transifiona! shellers;

i

iii.

iv.

are abandoned in hospitals; or are
awaiting foster care placement,
children and youths who have a
primary nighttime residence that
is a public or privale place not
designed for or ordinarily used as
a regular sleeping accommodation
Jor human beings...

children and youths who are living
in ears, parks, public spaces,
abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train
stations, or similar settings; and

migratory children who qualify as
homeless for the purpoges of this
subtitle because the children are
living in circumstances described
in clauses {i) through (iii).

likely violate the family’s or youth's privacy and dignity as well as
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). For
example, do not contact landlords, public housing agencies, or law
enforcement to verify living situations. For sample questions to
assist with gathering information directly from parents, guardians,
or youth regarding their living situation, see page 5.

Respect the family’s or youth’s privacy by talking to them in a
private space where other students and faculty members cannot
overhear the conversation.

Share information on the rights and services available under the
McKinney-Vento Act for eligible children and youth, and ask the
parent/guardian or youth to provide the information you need to
make the determination of eligibility. Understand that families or

feontinued o the next page)







youth may be hesitant to answer questions for various reasons that include a desire for privacy,
concerns related to domestic violence, or fear of losing their children or housing; however, in most cases
you will have enough information to make a determination.

Sample questions at the end of this document will assist you in obtaining information to make a
determination of eligibility.

Step 2: Analyze the facts. Is the student eligible for McKinney-Vento services?

To be eligible for services, the student must meet the Act’s definition of homeless. The McKinney-Vento Act
defines “homeless children and youths” as “individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence.” Lacking any one of these three conditions would make a child eligible. In other words, if the
residence is not fixed, regular, and adequate, it is considered a homeless situation.

The law then lists several situations as specific examples of homelessness. Migrant children who are living
in one of the described situations are included as well. The list of examples included in the definition is not
exclusive; rather, it is meant to address some of the more common situations of homelessness.

Again, determining whether a particular child or youth fits the definition of homeless is a case-by-case
analysis. The easiest way to make a determination of homelessness is to: (A) see if the student’s situation
fits into one of the specific examples of homelessness listed in the law; and if not, (B) consider if the student
is in another situation that would fit the definition of homelessness by not meeting the fixed, regular, and
adequate standard.

IF THE RESIDENCE LS NOT FIXED, REGULAR, AND ADEQUATE,
| IT IS CONSIDERED A HOMELESS SITUATION,

A, Does the child or youth’s living situation fit into one of the specific examples of homelessness
listed in the law?

@ Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason.

“Sharing the housing of other persons...” implies that the student is staying in another person’s home.

Some pertinent questions to help determine if this is the case would include:

e Does the student have any legal right to be in that home?

e Can the student be asked to leave at any time with no legal recourse?

o s the living situation intended to be temporary or long-term?

e Did the student move into the home as an urgent measure to avoid being on the street or in another
precarious situation?

“...due to loss of housing...” implies that the student has no personal housing available. Did the student

or family lose their previous housing due to:

e An eviction or an inability to pay the rent or other bills?

e Destruction of or damage to the previous home?

e Abuse or neglect (such as in the case of a youth who leaves or is asked to leave the home)?

¢ Unhealthy conditions such as an inadequate physical environment, infestations, drug or alcohol
abuse in the home, or domestic violence?

e The absence of a parent or guardian due to abandonment, the parent’s or guardian’s incarceration,
or another reason?







“...economic hardship ..." includes cases where limited financial resources have forced families or youth
to leave personal residences and share housing due to an inability to pay rent and other bills. The way
that the shared housing came about and the intention of the residents are significant. For example:

e [f economic hardship such as an accident or illness, loss of employment, loss of public benefits, or
condition of poverty forces families to share housing temporarily, the children and youth are eligible
for McKinney-Vento services.

o A long-term, cooperative living arrangement among families or friends that is fixed, regular, and
adequate should not be considered a homeless situation, even if the parties are living together to
save money.

Living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping ground due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations.

The phrase®...due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations” can help determine whether

these living situations should be considered homeless situations.

e Motels, hotels, and camping grounds will almost always be homeless situations, as they are rarely
fixed, regular, and adequate; however, considering whether alternative adequate accommodations
are available can help identify possible exceptions, such as a wealthy family living in a luxury hotel
on a long-term basis when adequate alternatives are available to the family.

e In contrast, trailer parks often are fixed, regular, and adequate residences. Asking questions about
the condition and size of the trailer, the number of people living there, the intended length of stay,
and whether the family or youth has an adequate alternative will help determine if the student is
eligible for McKinney-Vento services. (See the discussion of substandard housing below for more
information.)

Laving in an emergency or transitional shelter.

Emergency or transitional shelters of all kinds, including youth shelters, domestic violence shelters,
family shelters, transitional living programs, and supportive housing programs are homeless situations.

Abandoned in a hospital.

A child or youth abandoned in the hospital is eligible for McKinney-Vento services.
Awaiting foster care placement.

It is egsential that state and local educational agencies collaborate with child welfare agencies, child
welfare attorneys, and other community members to establish guidelines for determining if a student in
the custody of child welfare is eligible for McKinney-Vento services. Such guidelines should consider the
extent to which the student lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (see Step 2B
below). [For example, foster homes, shelters, evaluation centers, and group homes that are intended to
be emergency, interim, or short-term are unlikely to be fixed, regular, and adequate.

Several states have refined the definition of “awaiting foster care placement” on a state level, For
example, the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services, in consultation with the Tennessee
Department of Education, has released a policy defining those students in state custody who are eligible
for McKinney-Vento services to include students who are placed in emergency foster homes, emergency
shelters, primary treatment centers, or other temporary, emergency placements. The policy is available
at Attp:/ Jwww.serve.org / nehe/ forum / foster php.

Local liaisons should check with their State Education Agency to see if policies exist that clarify which
stages of their state’s child welfare process are included in the McKinney-Vento definition of “homeless”.







¢ Living in a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings.

Examples of some places that meet these criteria include a health clinic, an office, a public restroom,
or an unfinished basement or attic.

e Living in a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train station, or
similar setting.

These specific examples are largely self-explanatory. In evaluating
whether housing is “substandard,” consider that substandard means
“deviating from or falling short of a standard or norm” or “of a quality
lower than that prescribed by law.”! Thus, determining if housing is
substandard requires comparing the housing with community norms
and the law, including a consideration of such factors as:

o Health and safety concerns

e  Number of cccupants per square foot

s  Age of occupants

e State and local building codes

Local educational agencies may wish to collaborate with attorneys and other community members to
establish guidelines incorporating state and local legal requirements and community standards.

B. If the child’s, family’s, or youth’s situation does not fit the examples provided in the
definition, is the child or youth living in another type of situation that is not fixed, regular, and

adequate?

. If the student does not fit any of the specific situations in Step 24, he or she may still be eligible for
McKinney-Vento services if the living situation is not fixed, regular, and adequate. Consider and apply the
following definitions to the information gathered from the family or youth.

o Fixed

o “Securely placed or fastened.” “Not subject to change or fluctuation.”®.

s “A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change.”s.

e “Inhabitant: One who, although he may not be a citizen, dwells or resides in a place permanently
or has a fixed residence therein, as distinguished from an occasional lodger or visitor.”4.

e “Domicile: The place where a person has his true fixed permanent home and principal
establishment, and to which place he has, whenever he is absent, the intention of returning, and
from which he has no present intention of moving.”.

e Regular
o “Normal, standard.” “Constituted, conducted, or done in conformity with established or
prescribed usages, rules, or discipline.” “Recurring, attending, or functioning at fixed or uniform
intervals.”s.
e “Consistent.”.

(eontinued oit the next page)

' Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition.
2 Ihid.
% Arizona, Massachusctts, and Michigan McKinney-Vento State Plans, 2002.
i Ballentine's Law Dictionary, 3rd Edition.
5 Ihid.
. " Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition.
" 7 Bollentine's Law Dietionary, 3vrd Edition.







¢ “Aregular residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e., nightly) basis.”s.
¢ “Habitual: By habit; constant; customary, accustomed, usual; common; ordinary; regular,
familiar.”,

e  Adequate
e “Sufficient for a specific requirement.” “Lawfully and reasonably sufficient.”1¢,
o “Fully sufficient; equal to what is required; lawfully and reasonably sufficient.”L!.
¢ “An adequate vesidence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological
needs typically met in home environments.”!2,

{Adapted from “Determining Homelessness by the Definition,” National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, http://
www.nlchp.org.)

Step 3: Get additional input.

[f you are still not sure if a student is eligible for McKinney-Vento services, consider the following
resgurces:

e Contact your local homeless education liaison (if you are a school staff person).

¢ Contact your State Coordinator for Homeless Education.

s Post a question to the NCHE Homeless Education Listserv to solicit input from other homeless
education practitioners. (Contact Beth Hartness at bhartnes@serve.org to learn how to join the listserv.)

o Call the NCHE Helpline at 800-308-2145.

e Contact other national homeless education partners (see below for contact information).

Sample Questions to Ask the Students or Parents for Information Gathering

‘The following questions are designed to elicit information that is relevant for the McKinney-Vento
definition of homeless; that is, to determine the extent to which the children and their families or the youth
are living in a fixed, regular, and adequate living situation.

Fixed (“A fixed residence is one that is stationary. permanent. and not subject to change,”!%)

o Is this 2 permanent arrangement or just temporary?

e Are you looking for another place to live?

e Do you plan to move out soon?

e  Why are you staying in your current place?

e  Where were you living right before this place? Why did you
leave?

¢ Where would you go if you couldn’t stay where you are?

o Are you staying with friends/relatives just for a Lttle while?

e Did you and your friends/relatives decide to move in together
and share a home and expenses for the long term? Ox is this a
temporary situation for you?

o Could your friends/relatives ask you to leave if they wanted to?

e Are you all sharing the home equally, or are you more like
guests in the bome?

® Arizona, Massachusetts, and Michigan McKinney-Vento State Plans, 2062,
# Ballentine’s Law Dictionary, 3rd Edition.

" Merricm-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition.

" Ballentine'’s Latw Dictionary, 3rd Edition.

12 Arizona, Massachusetts, and Michigan MeKinney-Vente State Plans, 2002,
13 ibid.

-5-






Regular (“A regular residence is one that is used on a regular fi.e.. nightlvl basis ”t%)

L]
L]
‘e
]

L]

Do you stay in the same place every night?

Do you have a key to the place where you are living?

Do you move around s lot?

How long have you been at that place? How long do you plan to stay?
How long did you live in your last place?

Adequate (“An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological

needs tvpically met in home environments.15)

L]

@

L]

How many people are living in the home? How many bedrooms/bathrooms does it have?

Are you and your children sharing a room? How many people are staying in one room?

Are you and your children sleeping in a bedroom, or a public area, like a dining room?

Does the home have heat/electricity/running water?

What condition is the home in? Does it keep out rain and wind? Is it safe? s it warm and dry? Do the
windows have glass panes?

Can you come and go as you please?

1f the child or youth is eligible, provide appropriate services.

Determining eligibility is only the first step. Children and youth who are
eligible for services may have different needs. They may have physical needs for
clothing, uniforms, school supplies, free meals, and health care. They may have
mental health needs. They may have academic needs. They may need
transportation, Or they may need nothing more than the ability to enroll in
school immediately without documents,

In determining the appropriate services for a particular child, youth, or family,
consider what barriers to education can be removed by applying the McKinney-
Vento Act and what is in the best interest of each child or youth. Also consider
all the programs in the school district that can support children experiencing
homelessness, especially Title 1, 21¢ Century Learning Center programs, Even
Start, Head Start, special education and related services, Section 504 services,
drop-out prevention programs, and Safe Schools/Healthy Schools grants,

National Partners in Homeless Education

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY)
hitp:/ /www.naehcy.org

National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)
hitp:/ /www.serve.org/nche

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty (NLCHP)
Rtip:/ /www.nlchp.org

1 fhidl.
5 Ihid.
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This brief was developed by:

National Center for Homeless Education
800-308-2145 (toll-free HelpLine)
hitp: !/ fuw.serve.org /nche

Fall 2008

NCHE is supporied by the U.S Depariment of Education
Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs,

ivery state is required to have a coordinator for the education of homeless children
and youth, and every school district is requived to have a liaison for homeless
students. These individuals will assist you with the implementation of the
McKinney-Vento Act. To find out who your
state cordinator is, visit the NCHE website
at hilp:/ /www.serve.org/nehe.

For further information on the McKinney-
: Vento Act and resources for implementation,
Notional Center for  call the NCHE HelpLine at 800-308-9145 o
Homeless Eddeation .

ot SERVE e-mail homeless@gerve.org.

1

Local Contact Information:
A
Dr. L, 8hird
Kelgey Blumeubetg

Okolona Schools -
o . Homeless Coordinator for |
662.447.2353 601.359, 3499 e
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